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(my father's) approbation. Then shaking me with great
cordiality by the hand, he wished me well and departed;
and this was the last time I ever saw him ; in the following
Spring he was during the night seized with a fit of apoplexy,
and in the morning was found a corpse.

About this period Mr. Edmund Burke, so justly cele-
brated not only as a literary man but as a politician, came
forward into public life. The circumstances which brought
him into notice were these. Mr. Burke's family consisted
of himself, Mrs. Burke, one son, named Richard, a brother,
(also named Richard,) Dr. Nugent of whom I have already
spoken, and who was Mrs. Burke's father, and Mr. William
Burke, of whom I have likewise already spoken, and who,
though in no way related to Mr. Edmund Burke had from
early infancy lived in habits of the strictest friendship and
unceasing attachment. Earl Verney, at that time a man of
immense fortune and great parliamentary interest, being
the professed friend of Mr. William Burke, he offered, as
the time of a General Election was approaching, to return
him for one of his Boroughs, an offer Mr. William Burke
accepted, but in a few days after having done so, he called
upon his Lordship and requested he would transfer the
favour intended him to Mr, Edmund Burke, who possessed
the most brilliant and extraordinary talents, and who he
was satisfied would prove an honour to his country, and
do credit to any and every one who patronised him.

Lord Verney observed that he had heard the gentleman
spoken of with much respect, and he should readily comply
with Mr. William Burke's wish. He accordingly did cause
Mr. Edmund Burke to be returned for Wendover, in Buck-
inghamshire, and in a few weeks after brought in Mr.
William Burke also for another of his Boroughs, the latter
gentleman then being under Secretary of State to General
Conway.

Mr. Edmund Burke had been but a short time in the
House of Commons when he rose to speak in an important
debate, upon which occasion he displayed such transcendent
abilities, such profound learning and such force of eloquence